










CMYK
GP

PATHRI RAJASEKHAR | DC 
NELLORE, AUG.2 

In a bid to benefit the air
passengers of both
Prakasam and SPSR
Nellore district, alterna-
tive site is being pro-
posed for the greenfield
Airport for Nellore bet-
ween Ongole and Nellore
Cities. 

It may be recalled that
the revenue authorities
had already handed over
1,100 acres near
Dagadarthi village to the
Andhra Pradesh Airport
Development Corpor-
ation Ltd (APADCL), a
SPV (Special Purpose
Vehicle) last year.

Revenue officials were
also in the process of
acquiring 488.42 acres
belonging to the Forest

Department and identi-
fied alternative land for
compensatory afforesta-
tion. 

In this backdrop, a deci-
sion was taken to shift
the Airport location dur-
ing the recent visit of the
Chief Minister for the
groundbreaking ceremo-
ny of Ramayapatnam
Port. 

According to official
sources, the new location
will be between Ongole
and Kavali, and it will be
close to Ramayapatnam
Port and the midpoint to

both Ongole and Nellore
Cities. 

One of the reasons for
changing the location is
Airports Authority of
India's suggestion and a
T e c h n o - E c o n o m i c
Feasibility Study (TEFS)
report to tap air passen-
gers from Ongole,
Nellore and Kavali,
which is emerging as an
industrial hub. 

A senior official said
that the report also indi-
cated the habit of air pas-
sengers from Nellore to
travel through airports

either at Tirupati or
Chennai. 

Referring to the state
government's plans to
develop airport-linked
industries and cargo han-
dling facilities at the pro-
posed airport, a senior
official reminded that
they are also acquiring
land for Mega Industrial
Hub close to Ramay-apat-
nam Port.

He said they have iden-
tified 3 alternative sites
measuring 1500 to 2000
acres between Singar-
ayakonda and Kavali for
the airport and sent the
proposals to the govern-
ment. 

The official added that
the land acquisition will
not be an issue because
the entire land belongs to
the state government. 
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TAKES

DC CORRESPONDENT
KAKINADA, AUG. 2 

The Human Rights Forum
(HRF) has urged the SP of
Konaseema district to initiate
a probe into the recent attack
on prominent RTI and envi-
ronmental activist Chav-vaku-
la Venkateswara Rao by an
MLA’s gunman and some cops.
He was brutally beaten up by

the Sakhinetipalli sub-inspec-
tor, the Malkipuram assistant
sub-inspector and some other
cops, the HRF said.

HRF state secretary Y. Rajesh
and its district president
Mutyala Srinivasa Rao made
the demand after they went to
the spot and collected details
of the incident.

They said Venkateswara Rao
was talking to his friend by
parking his vehicle on the left
side of the road without creat-
ing any hurdle to the traffic --
near Mendupalem bridge in
Kesavadasupalem village of
Sakhinetipalli mandal, at
night, on July 30. 

ATTACK ON RTI
ACTIVIST: HRF
SEEKS PROBE

UBI STARTS
INNOVATIVE

SCHEMES 
DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, AUG. 2

State Level Bankers Comm-
ittee convener and Union
Bank of India (UBI) chief gen-
eral manager V. Brahman-
anada Reddy announced that
their bank has launched eight
innovative schemes to encour-
age industry, benefit farmers,
SHGs, women, micro, small
and medium enterprises; and
people. Addressing media here
on Tuesday, he provided
details of UBI schemes, includ-
ing Union Nari Shakthi, Union
Women Professional Personal
loans, and Union Mudra, col-
lateral free loans for SHG
members. 

ECR TO RUN
SPECIAL TRAINS

FROM AUG. 5
DC CORRESPONDENT
VISAKHAPATNAM, AUG 2

East Coast Railway will be
running special trains in vari-
ous directions from August 5.

Train No. 08421 Cuttack-
Gunupur special train will
leave Cuttack with effect from
August 5 at 5.30 pm and will
reach Gunupur at 1.45 am the
next day. In the reverse direc-
tion, the train will leave
Gunupur on August 6 at 2.45
am and will reach Cuttack at
10.55 am the next day.

Train No. 22810 Vizag-
Paradip weekly express will
leave Visakhapatnam every
Sunday with effect from
August 7 at 11.45 pm and will
reach Paradip at 9.05 am the
next day.

In the reverse direction, the
train will leave Paradip every
Monday with effect from
August 8 at 10.25 pm and will
reach Visakhapatnam at 7.50
am the next day. Train No.
18530 Visakhapatnam-Durg
daily express will leave
Visakhapatnam with effect
from August 13 at4.55 pm and
will reach Durg at 5.40 am the
next day. In the return direc-
tion, the train will leave Durg
with effect from August 14 at
6.30 pm and reach Vizag at
10.50 am the next day.

Anglo-Indians seek posts
under nominated category

FINANCE FIRM,
BORROWER
LOCK HORNS
OVER EMI DUES

TTD LAUNCHES
SHRAMADANAM
AT BALAJINAGAR
DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, AUG. 2

In a bid to keep the hill
town’s environs clean
and hygiene, Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams
(TTD) has launched Shr-
amadanam programme
at Tirumala on Tuesday.
It was organised by
TTD’s Health Wing and
Estates department.

Participating in the
Shramadanam activity
along the senior officers
of TTD in the Balaji
Nagar area in Tirumala,
TTD EO A.V. Dharma
Reddy called up the loc-
als to join hands in this
noble activity. He said
that Shramadanam is a
way of helping the com-
munity, and contribut-
ing to help and change
the environment around
us for the better. 

DC CORRESPONDENT
NELLORE, AUG. 2

Loan recovery agents of
private finance compa-
nies are continuing to
pester borrowers despite
warning from authori-
ties that stern action wi-
ll be taken against them
if they harass their cus-
tomers. In the latest inci-
dent, a loan recovery
executive of a private
finance company allege-
dly roughed up a dis-
abled person and anoth-
er at Naidupeta of Tiru-
pati on Tuesday.

Govindu Koteswar Rao
borrowed `3.75 lakh
from a finance company.
The firm’s executive
Devendra went to Kot-
eswar’s house to collect
dues. He attacked a dis-
abled person Sriniva-
sulu, borrower’s brother
and another person fol-
lowing argument. 

AP TO HOST 
IASC NATIONAL
CONFERENCE
DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, AUG. 2

SRM university-AP will
host the 88th annual
national conference of
the Indian Academy of
Sciences. After 21 years,
AP gets a chance to host
the conference. SRM AP
would conduct the nati-
onal conference for
three days from Novem-
ber 4, 2022.

The first annual meet-
ing of the Indian Acade-
my of Sciences, Banga-
lore, was held in 1934
under the chairmanship
of Sir CV Raman, the
Nobel Laureate. The
conference hosts scien-
tists from India and
abroad on a single plat-
form for developing sci-
entific and technological
knowledge.

Pro-Vice Chancellor
Prof Narayana Rao, said
more than 300 experts in
science and technology
will attend the meet.

DC CORRESPONDENT
VISAKHAPATNAM, AUG 2

The Anglo-Indian Comm-
unity Association (AICA)
in Andhra Pradesh has
urged the state government
to allot them a set of nomi-
nated posts. 

“We sent a letter to Chief
Minister Jagan Reddy and
met government officials,”
said association secretary
June Gallyot here on
Tuesday. August 2 was
World Anglo Indian Day.

The association also
asked for appointment of
Anglo Indian teachers in
government schools, jobs
for its youths and establish-
ment of a community hall

for the community. Anglo-
Indians form a small
minority community in the
state, where  they are esti-
mated to number 1.2 lakh
across Visakhapatnam,
Vijayawada, Rajahmundry,
Kakinada, Guntur,
Guntakal and Birtagunta.

The community made

remarkable contributions
in the fields of education,
music, sports and health-
care.

The association has sub-
mitted a representation to
officials requesting  repre-
sentation for the communi-
ty in nominated posts of the
state government, as in the
AP state Christian minori-
ties finance corporation,
other corporations and
commissions.

“We proposed names of
Joseph Howell from
Visakhapatnam city and
Maryann Josephine Dsouza
from Vijayawada city for
such nominated posts,’’
AICA secretary June
Gallyot of said. 

New location will be between Ongole and Kavali

People in large numbers take part in a rally as part of the Har Ghar Tiranga programme on Beach Road in
Visakhapatnam on Tuesday. —BY ARRANGEMENT

Spirit of freedom

TEACHER BOOKED
FOR MISBEHAVING

WITH STUDENTS
DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, AUG. 2

A government high school
teacher was booked on charges
of misbehaving with girl stu-
dents at Pedaogirala village of
Vuyyuru mandal in Krishna
district. According to
Pedaogirala police, the school
teacher identified as Saibaba
who used to teach maths at the
government high school in the
village was misbehaving with
the girl students of class IX
and X for some time.

When the students com-
plained about it to their par-
ents, they arrived at the school
on Monday and staged a
protest demanding the school
head master to initiate action
against the said teacher. Later,
they lodged a complaint with
the police who in turn booked
a case under relevant sections
of Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act, 2012
against the teacher. Krishna
DEO Tahera Sultana said, “We
have placed the school teacher
under suspension and ordered
an inquiry into the incident.
We will not tolerate such mis-
behaviour in the school.”

AP govt blamed for
inaction against firm

2 girls go missing
in Kankipadu
DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, AUG. 2

A girl studying ninth
standard allegedly
eloped with a married
man living next door at
Kankipadu of Krishna
district on Monday.

According to the
Kankipadu police, two
girls in their ninth stan-
dard at ZP High School
at Kankipadu went mi-
ssing. The two girls left
the school on Monday
afternoon and reached
home and informed
their parents that they
were asked to bring
their Aadhaar cards and
collected them and went
away from home.

When they failed to
return home after sc-
hool, their parents appr-
oached the school auth-
orities and asked about
their daughters. Howe-
ver, the school authori-
ties informed them that
the girls left the school

in the afternoon stating
that they were asked to
come home. Suspecting
foul play, their parents
lodged a complaint with
the police. 

The police, during
inquiry, noticed the mi-
ssing of a married man
living next door to one
of the two girls. The
married man’s wife was
out of station as she
went to her parents’
house to deliver a baby.

The police checked the
CCTV footage at the
Vijayawada railway sta-
tion and found the two
girls, along with the
married man identified
as Joji, and all the three
boarded a train proceed-
ing towards Chennai.

The police suspect that
one of the two girls
might have developed a
close relationship with
the married man and
she eloped with him by
taking the help of her
friend to be with her.

From page 1

The Minister for IT and
industries Gudivada
Amarnath visited the
factory premises. “As
far as I know 50 women
fell sick after inhaling
the gas,’’ Amarnath told
this correspondent.

Anakapalle superin-
tendent of police  Gowa-
thami Sali said the gas
leaked at about 6.45 pm.
There were about 2,000
women in the second
shift who were to be
relieved at 10 pm. 

“We are inquiring into
the incident. All the
workers who were
admitted in various hos-
pitals are reported to be
safe and out of danger,’’
the district police chief
said.

Spokesperson of the
Brandix Apparel India
City said all the employ-
ees present there have
been evacuated. 

Environmental ists
and trade union leaders

blamed the government
for not taking action
against the  manage-
ment after the June 3
incident. 

The activists said the
unit was closed soon
after the June 3 incident
but shortly thereafter, it
resumed operations,
whereas the closeby
unit of the Porus com-
pany was still shut
down.

The state  government
constituted an experts
committee to probe the
incident but the con-
tents of the report were
yet to be made public,
the activists claimed. 

● ● Anglo-Indians form a
small minority community
in the state, where  they
are estimated to number
1.2 lakh across
Visakhapatnam,
Vijayawada, Rajahmundry,
Kaki-nada, Guntur,
Guntakal and Birtagunta. 

● ● ACCORIDNG TO officials, one of the reasons for
changing the location is Airports Authority of India's
suggestion and a Techno-Economic Feasibility Study
(TEFS) report to tap air passengers from Ongole,
Nellore and Kavali, which is emerging as an industrial
hub in the state

● ● ACTIVISTS CLAIM
that the unit was closed
soon after the June 3
incident but shortly
thereafter, it resumed
operations, whereas the
closeby unit of the
Porus company was
still shut down
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N
ot without reason is it said that revenge is a dish best served cold.
The Americans have waited a long time for payback time to exact
revenge for the deadliest terror attack on the United States in mod-
ern times in the aerial destruction of the twin World Trade towers

of New York on September 9, 2001. 
Having targeted Osama bin Laden and waited 10 years to get him in

Abbottabad (Pakistan), they took another decade to bring down the other
chief co-conspirator in the Al-Qaeda chief, Ayman Al-Zawahiri, who too was
reported to have been living in Pakistan before Afghanistan became, post-US
withdrawal, an even safer haven.

Painstaking intelligence work to gather what is called “pattern of life”
recognition is said to have confirmed the presence of the target in Kabul’s
posh Sherpur area. The assignment was completed by a precision strike with
two R9X Hellfire missiles that took out the leader of one of the world’s most
lethal terror outfits, early morning of July 31 in Afghanistan, with just kinet-
ic energy and without inflicting any collateral damage.

The capability of running unmanned drones
and manned attack aircraft with precision
weapons across geographies validates the trend-
ing theory that such “warfare” against terror is
better than elaborate and expensive feet on the
ground policy that used to mark the work of the
US as the global policeman. While the intelli-
gence coup of killing bin Laden came in the time
of Barack Obama, it’s Joe Biden’s turn to exult in
the elimination of a terror mastermind.

The eye surgeon from Egypt, Al-Zawahiri, may
have evolved into more of a head of strategy of
far-flung affiliates of the original Al-Qaeda in his
senior years but, in his active field days, he is
reported to have plotted many other acts of vio-
lence like the Aden suicide bombing of the USS

Cole naval destroyer and attacks on US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania,
killing about 240 Americans who, in their eyes, are the public enemy no. 1.

Truth to tell, the operation to eliminate Al-Zawahiri exacts only revenge for
the well-planned and precisely executed attack on Manhattan while terror
outfits roam freely in today’s Afghanistan after the messy pulling out of US
forces last year. It should have come as no surprise to the US and the world
that the likes of Al-Zawahiri and members of the Pakistani Taliban have
gravitated to the old terror haven, with the latter using the terrain as a base
for carrying out attacks on Pakistan too.

What has changed in the use of terror as a weapon is those who swear by it
have a country to run now. Even just a few months ago, in May, Al-Zawahiri
was posting videos calling for jihad in Kashmir, which is why India too can
derive some solace, if not quite satisfaction, from the death of a figure who
was the educated alter ego of Osama bin Laden and who changed the world
with one strike that killed close to 3,000 innocent people.

The question is, regardless of technical capabilities of hunting for the visi-
ble leadership of well-known terror organisations, can terrorism ever be
rooted out from its known hotspots? The cynical view that one man’s terror-
ist is another’s freedom fighter may not seem outlandish as Western powers
may have created space for retaliation from such forces after their interven-
tion in countries like Afghanistan, Libya, Iraq, Syria and so on. We know the
world will be a safer place if only everyone desires peace.
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9/11 brain slain, but war
against terror to go on

Truth to tell, the
operation to kill 

Al-Zawahiri exacts
only revenge for the

well-planned 
and precisely 

executed attack on
Manhattan while

terror outfits roam
freely in today’s

Afghanistan...

I
srael acquired a hero-
ic sheen from the
manner it had creat-
ed a nation for itself,
after over two millen-

nia of exile from their
homeland, starting with
the Babylonian exile in the
sixth century BCE.
Several other exiles fol-
lowed and the Jews of the
diaspora all over the
world, amidst their suffer-
ing and humiliations,
mostly in Europe, never
forgot to sing “L’Shana
Haba’ah B’Yerushalayim”
or “Next year in
Jerusalem” at the end of
the Passover Seder and at
the end of the Ne’ila ser-
vice on Yom Kippur. The
Aliyah Bet, or illegal
immigration, of the
Jewish survivors of the
German Holocaust and the
pogroms in Eastern
Europe led to the determi-
nation of building a new
nation driven by egalitari-
an values and strong
enough to never let it hap-
pen again. The world
admired them for it.
Except for a few like the
RSS gurus M.S. Golwalkar
and V.D. Savarkar who
openly admired Adolf
Hitler and his “Die
Endlosung”, or Final
Solution”, our Hindu
nationalists began admir-
ing the Israelis only when
their heroics inflicted
defeat after defeat of the
overwhelmingly numer-
ous Muslim Arabs. But
Israel’s heroic burnish is
now dulled after the emer-
gence of Israel as the pre-
eminent and most ruthless
power in the Middle East.

Israeli ruthlessness was
most evident in recent
times by its retaliation on
the Gaza Strip, horrific its
ferocity and far exceeding
any limits of justifiable
and even acceptable retri-
bution. Gaza is just 41 km
long, and around 6-12 km
wide, and has a total area
of 365 sq. km. It is a self-
administered territory,
but a virtual prison, with
2.1 million inmates. If you
factor the Israel-imposed

buffer zone in it, it is the
most densely packed place
in the world. It also is sub-
ject to a cruel and crushing
economic Israeli blockade
that is supported by the
United States. The irony of
this being imposed by a
people long experienced in
prison-like existence in
Europe cannot be missed.

The founding of the State
of Israel held out the
promise of a new nation
that being tempered by
their experiences and mo-
tivated by the high ideal-
ism of its founders would
give the world something
to look up to. It was this
idealism that inspired
India to be among the first
three countries to recog-
nise it. 

The first generations of
Israeli leadership were
drawn from European
Jewry known as the
Ashkenazim, and were
generally liberal and pro-
gressive. This was seen in
the early Israel when most
agriculture was under co-
operative farming organ-
ised around the kibbutz,
which also entailed a com-
munal (sharing) lifestyle.
The Histadrut, the labour
union, which was the
bedrock of the Labour
political movement led by
Israel’s founding father,
David Ben-Gurion, is also
Israel’s biggest employer
that owned much of its
transport, dairy, construc-
tion and service sectors.
Israel was intended as a
progressive, socialist and
democratic state.

During the initial years
of its existence Israel hero-
ically defied the odds and
many writers like the late
Leon Uris captured this
new spirit of the Israeli
people. His 600-page mas-
terpiece Exodus created a
sensation in 1957 and pro-
pelled him to the highest
literary fame. It was a
detailed and heroic chroni-
cle of European Jewry
from the turn of the last
century to the creation of
the State of Israel in 1948. 

Exodus, while being the

epic story of a nation seek-
ing a state, was also the
touching love story of Ari
Ben Canaan, an Israeli
freedom fighter, and Kitty
Fremont, an American
nurse who joins Canaan’s
fight for a Jewish state. In
1958, Exodus was made
into a film by Otto Pre-
minger and featured Paul
Newman as Ari Ben Ca-
naan. The book and the
movie contributed the
most to the mythologising
of the Israeli fighter as an
indomitable and idealistic
hero. 

But it is not that Israel
lacked such men those
days. The founders of the
Palmach, the elite strike
force of the Haganah that
was the forerunner of the
Israeli Defence Forces
(IDF), were men like
Moshe Dayan, Haim Bar
Lev, Ezer Weizmann,
Yigael Yadin, Yitzhak
Rabin and Yigal Allon, all
men of heroic proportions
and each one could have
been a prototype for Ari
Ben Canaan.

The Haganah was found-
ed in 1920 as the under-
ground military organisa-
tion of the Jewish “yi-
shuv”, or community, and
was then a loose organisa-
tion of various local def-
ence groups. The Palmach
was its first mobilised unit
and gained battle experi-
ence in the Second World
War as the Jewish Brigade
under British command.
The Palmach consisted of
many first-generation “Sa-
bras”, or Palestine-born
Israelis, who were also flu-
ent Arabic speakers,
which gave it the ability
remain concealed among
the Arab population and to
wage a lethal unconven-
tional war on them.

The British learned as
much from this experi-
ence. Capt. Orde Wingate,
who led the famous
Chindits Brigade in

Burma, was originally
associated with the
Palmach. Wingate was a
charismatic dreamer, who
though born a Christian,
had joined the Jewish
movement and led the
Special Night Squad of the
Haganah, which carried
out reprisals against the
Arabs.

Wingate’s Palestine
experience found expres-
sion in Burma and its suc-
cesses led all traditional
armies to establish special
warfare forces to give
them similar deep strike
capabilities. Of the three
battalions who formed the
original Chindits Brigade,
the 2/4 Gurkha Rifles is
still with the Indian Army
and carries the Chindits
tag with great pride.

The heroic sheen of the
IDF has now largely dissi-
pated with its emergence
as a mighty army with the
latest weapons and the
unstinted support of the
United States. It is now no
longer David with a sling-
shot facing mighty
Goliath. In the four major
wars it has fought, the IDF
had worsted numerically
superior Arab armies with
ease. It’s difficult to
remain a heroic David
against such adversaries
for long. The Palestinian
intifada is now the heroic
struggle of a people seek-
ing to find their identity,
their freedom and a piece
of their ancient homeland
to call it theirs. Just like
Israel’s struggle was
before 1948.

But the continued occu-
pation of the West Bank
since 1967 and the contin-
ued building of settlements
in defiance of UN resolu-
tions and in the face of
world opinion are ugly and
contemptuous manifesta-
tions of a narrow national-
ism. Israel is no longer the
valiant and beleaguered
underdog, but increasing-
ly seen as an increasingly
arrogant oppressor seek-
ing to crush another old
nation under its jackboots.
The sad truth about Israel
is that now Benjamin
Netanyahu is fact and Ari
Ben Canaan is fiction.

The writer, a policy ana-
lyst studying economic and
security issues, held senior

positions in government
and industry. He also spe-

cialises in the Chinese econ-
omy.

The continued
occupation of the
West Bank since
1967 and building
of settlements in
defiance of UN 
resolutions and in
the face of world
opinion are ugly
manifestations of a
narrow nationalism

Why State of Israel has
lost its heroic sheen

An extraordinary 5G spectrum auction that lasted a week is a win-win for
all. The cash-strapped government, facing a huge fiscal deficit — esti-
mated to be at 12 per cent in April and May this year as compared to

eight per cent last year — will get a little over $1.5 lakh crores over 20 years.
The telecom operators, who bid conservatively in most airwave offerings,
cherry-picked those wavelengths best suited to their expansion plans. They did
not overbid as in earlier auctions, which had led to AGR dues piling up.

The consumer might well turn out to be king as he can expect better broad-
band services that are nearly equal to optic fibre service connectivity, besides
lower latency than 3G and 4G. The 5G services may be up and running widely
very soon, even as early as this month.

The subscriber may not have to pay fancy sums as 5G services have so far not
fetched premium subscriptions globally, which operators found to their cha-
grin in the USA and Europe. Even so, the average revenue per user will rise for
Indian operators too. The impact of the rollout of 5G services should be felt all
around but sectors like education could benefit the most even as IoT (Internet
of Things) and other superconnectivity processes and devices will be better
served.

Missing at the auction this time around was the zeal of operators to buy blind,
which served more to satisfy the government’s enormous expectations of rev-
enue from a natural resource like airwaves. The Centre may have thought bids
in excess of $4 lakh crores were possible since they have also promised reforms
to remove constraints, like in spectrum sharing among operators. The mop-up
is, however, nearly double the $77,815 crores worth 4G and around three times
the $51,000 crores worth 3G airwaves sold in previous auctions.

5G sale win-win for all 

What Droupadi
as President will
mean for tribals?
Not very much…

O
n July 25, Droupadi Murmu was sworn in
as the 15th President of India. She is the
second woman and the first tribal person
to become India’s First Citizen. A member

of the ruling BJP, Ms Murmu belongs to the
Santhal tribe of Odisha, a tribe spread over four
states and the largest after the Bhils and Gonds.

Ms Murmu’s election to the nation’s highest
office is seen as a triumph by various rights
groups, whose agenda has long been neglected,
mainly by Adivasis, as tribals are also called, and
women. But will she be a champion for tribal rights
and women’s rights? There is little historical evi-
dence to indicate this.

The first woman President, Pratibha Patil, a
member of the Congress, served from 2007 to 2012.
Her tenure is best described as “lacklustre” and
was riddled with scandals over the use of public
funds for personal gain. No leadership or notable
gains for women were recorded, except in the fields
of charity and welfare. Ram Nath Kovind,
President from 2017 to 2022, also a BJP member,
was the second president from the Dalit communi-
ty. In his tenure, grave violations of Dalit rights
were recorded. In 2021, the government reported
that nearly 139,045 cases of crimes against Dalits
were registered between 2018 and 2020, with 50,291
such crimes reported in 2020.

Are such appointments of women and individu-
als from the minorities just tokenism? Do we
expect too much from individuals who are merely
a spoke in the political wheel of governance? What

would make a difference?
Women, who are not a minority, are still under-

represented in public life. The Women’s
Reservation Bill, first introduced in 1996, aimed to
achieve 33 per cent reservation for women in
Parliament and state Assemblies, didn’t get too far.
The idea for the bill lay in the 1993 Constitution
amendment which established a quota of one-third
of all seats for women in panchayati raj or local pol-
itics. Twenty-six years later, the bill is yet to pass.

In 2021, according to Election Commission data,
10.5 per cent of all members of Parliament were
women. Members of Legislative Assemblies across
all states were a national average of nine per cent.
In the last 75 years of Independence, women’s rep-
resentation in the Lok Sabha has not increased
even by 10 per cent. No critical mass of women
here. Why is this significant?

Globally, the idea of quotas for women was devel-
oped and popularised during the UN Conferences
on Women (1975-1995). Recognising that women
were lacking in decision-making positions, schol-
ars researched the need to reach a critical mass of
women. An American feminist scholar studied
incidents of women in business looking for sex-
based differences. She reviewed studies of the
behaviour of the minorities in task-oriented groups
seeking which level of participation was necessary
for minority members to function effectively as a
group to press their interests.

She found that at least 30 per cent of minority
members was needed for this. Important conclu-

sion: At levels lower than that, effectiveness
required the minority members to act more like
those of the majority, and failing that they would be
ineffective dissenters. Danish feminist and politi-
cal scientist Drude Dahlerup carried these findings
further and argued that the critical mass phenom-
ena would apply to politics as well.

Many Adivasis, like women, have been main-
streamed into Indian life. Yet, thousands remain in
the margins, fighting for collective rights to self-
determination and protection of their lands, terri-
tories and natural resources. Under the BJP gov-
ernment, both national and state policies continue
to violate the traditions and culture of the Adivasis.
There is resistance to these policies like the
Pathalgari Movement, launched in Jharkhand in
2017 against leasing out land acquisition by the
Jharkhand government. Two ordinances for
amending the land laws were tabled and passed in
the Assembly within three minutes without dis-
cussion, amendments that would weaken both the
land safeguarding laws made for Adivasis.

Could Pratibha Patil, Ram Nath Kovind and
other past Presidents from the minorities do much
for their communities? Not unless they have a crit-
ical mass of 30 per cent. They have been and will
continue to remain mere figureheads. And we
must remember they have been elected to serve all
Indians.

Former US President Barack Obama, when asked
in 2011, three years into his presidency, whether he
had done enough for black people, said: “I’m not the

President of black America but of the United States
of America. I want all Americans to have opportu-
nity. The programmes in place have been directed
to those who have been locked out, in the past, of
opportunities that were available to everybody. So,
I’ll put my track record up in terms of putting in
place broad-based programmes that ultimately
have a huge benefit for African American busi-
nesses.” Ms Murmu’s election cannot mean much,
except to make Adivasis and women feel good that
one of theirs has reached the highest office of the
land. Ms Murmu will toe the BJP line.

There is no critical mass of Adivasis or women in
government to make a difference to their lives.
That’s it.

The reality of the Adivasis is well portrayed in
Santhali author Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar’s
book and story titled The Adivasi Will Not Dance. It
was inspired by the 2013 visit to Jharkhand by
President Pranab Mukherjee to inaugurate an
ambitious thermal plant project that would dis-
place Adivasis, making them homeless. In the
story, Mangal Murmu who had trained dance
troupes for years, refuses to sing and dance for the
high-profile function. Exercising agency, Mangal
Murmu refused to perform, saying: “The Adivasi
will not dance.”

How will President Murmu deal with a situation
like this?

The writer is a development and 
communications consultant
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LETTERS
VIRAL FEVERS
Water-borne diseases are
uncontrolled (Viral fever
on the rise in AP's flood
hit districts, Aug. 1). The
old adage, 'Prevention is
better than cure', is to be
strictly followed. The offi-
cials are in hibernation and
need to be nudged into
action.

Dr Syed Sarmad
Kurnool

In the undivided East and West
Godavari districts, those who fall
sick hesitate going to the doctors.
The government should organise
mobile hospitals where the locals
may report their illness, to enable
the government to track the dis-
ease spread.

D. Ravikumar
Visakapatnam

LS DEBATE
The debate on price rise  didn’t
yield any tangible gain except for a
barrage of denials the the 80 crore
poor were not affected since they
were gettng subsidies since the
onset of the Covid-19 pandemic,
and the 5 per cent GST on packaged
foods shall not hurt them as they
buy loose items from the grocer!
What an argument from the FM!

K. Nehru Patnaik
Visakhapatnam

POLAVARAM DELAY
With Telangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao wanting
another survey, people are losing
hope that the Polavaram dam will
be ever built.

Prakaash Rao Gunja
Guntur

By a staff reporter
Hyderabad, August 2.

Andhra Pradesh Chief  Minis-
ter, Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao
announced in the Legislative
Assembly that technical educa-
tion in the State ‘shall be free
from this year.’

Stating that he was making this
announcement on the “spur of
the moment,” he said fee will be
collected only from those parents
whose monthly income was Rs
1,000 or more.
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